Ecclesiastical Services and discussion
At St. Photios Greek Orthodox National Shrine

Feast of St. Mokios
Thursday, May 11, 2017
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.

Matins and Divine Liturgy with Father Joseph Samaan

11:30 a.m.

Light Meal, Lecture and Discussion ~ What is an Unmercenary ~ by Father Joseph Samaan

Who was Mokios the Unmercenary?
St. Mokios the Hieromartyr and Unmercenary of Amphipolis - Commemorated on May 11
(http://ocafs.oca.org/FeastSaintsViewer.asp?SID=4&ID=1&FSID=101349)

The Life of the Saint – One of the Twenty Holy Unmercenary Physicians
Saint Mokios was a priest in Macedonia in the city of Amphipolis. During the Diocletian (284-305) persecutions, St
Mokios exhorted the pagans who had assembled for the pagan festival of Dionysus (Bacchus), he urged them to
repent, convert and be cleansed through holy Baptism.
When threatened with torture at his trial in Laodicea. he replied, "My death for Christ is a great accomplishment
for me." St Mokios endured unspeakable torture, refusing to denounce his faith.
He was then taken to the pagan temple of Dionysus. Mokios shattered the idols when he called upon Jesus Christ.
After this he was put into a red-hot oven, where he remained unharmed, but the flames coming out of the oven
scorched the governor.
Again the commander subjected St Mokios to fierce torture, which he endured with the help of God. He was given to
wild beasts to be eaten, but they did not touch him. The lions lay down at his feet. The people, seeing such miracles, urged that the saint be set free. The
governor ordered the saint to be sent to the city of Perinth, and from there to Byzantium, where St Mokios was executed. Before his death he gave
thanks to the Lord for giving him the strength to persevere to the very end. His last words were, " Lord, receive my spirit in peace." Then he was
beheaded.
St Mokios died about the year 295. Later, the emperor Constantine built a church in honor of the hieromartyr Mokios and transferred his holy passionbearing relics into it.

On the Church of St. Mokios in Constantinople - originally built by Constantine the Great (324-37), on the site of a temple of Zeus. It collapsed in the
reign of Constantius (337-61), in his third consulship (342). In the days of Theodosius the Great (379-95) the Arians were expelled from the holy churches
and coming to the church of Saint Mokios they desired it and asked the emperor for permission to dwell there, which indeed came to pass. So the Arians
immediately rebuilt this same church and the church was used by them for divine services for seven years. It collapsed, so we are told, in the seventh
year as they were celebrating the liturgy; and in it many Arians were killed.
In the days of the Emperor Justinian (527-565) the same church was rebuilt and stands in our own day. (http://homepage.mac.com/paulstephenson/trans/
parastaseis.html)
The Cistern of St. Mokios was one of the seven open-air cisterns of Constantinople. It was named due to its proximity to the Church of St. Mokios (which
I believe is no longer standing). The cistern exists to this day as a park.

Please Call Gina Bingman at 904.829.8205 to reserve your space!

